
“Dover Beach” Matthew Arnold 

 

 

1) At what is the speaker looking? How do you know? 

2) Who is the speaker? To whom is the speaking? How is the speaker feeling? What is the 

occasion? How do you know? 

3) What connotations are associated with “cliffs”? With “tide” and “beaches”? “Night”? 

4) Point out examples of imagery in lines 9-11 which establish mood? You must establish 

what the mood is in order to do this. 

5) What is the “Sea of Faith”? What does the speaker suggest has happened to it? What may 

be the source of its current state? 

6) What specific type of imagery does Arnold use the most? Where and why? 

7) Where does the tone shift? To what? How does this change of tone lead to a possible 

theme? What is the theme? 

8) How is parallelism used in the last stanza? How is present tense used? 

9) What is the purpose of the battle simile “as” in the last stanza? 

10) Point out notable syntax and explain how the arrangement(s) contribute to tone and/or 

theme? 

11) Point out notable diction which contributes to the tone or theme. 
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